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SENATE BI LL 6810

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators Shin, Schoesler, Kline, Winstein, Berkey, Franklin,
McDernott, Delvin, Hargrove, Hewtt, Pridenore, Hobbs, Rasnussen,
Fraser, Kastama, Fairley, Mirray, Keiser, Kauffman, Kohl-Welles,
Cem g, Kilner, and McAuliffe

Read first time 01/24/08. Referred to Conmttee on Water, Energy &
Tel ecomruni cat i ons.

AN ACT Rel ating to prograns to encourage the use of water-efficient
products; amendi ng RCW 35.92. 017, 36.94. 460, 54.16.032, and 57.08. 160;
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.63A RCW creating a new section; and
maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Water is vital to the survival of life on the planet and is
limted in supply. Communities across the state are starting to face
chal | enges regardi ng water supply and water infrastructure. One way to
hel p extend Washi ngton's water supply is by pronoting water efficiency
and enhancing the market for water-efficient products, prograns, and
practices;

(b) Bathroons are, by far, the |argest user of water in the hone,
responsi bl e for about one-half of total indoor water use;

(c) Toilets account for approximately thirty percent of residential
i ndoor water consunption. Toilets are a major source of wasted water
due to leaks or inefficiency. Under federal and state law, toilets
sold in the United States nust not exceed 1.6 gallons per flush. Hi gh-
efficiency toilets go beyond the standard and use |l ess than 1.3 gallons
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per flush. Power assist and pressure assist toilets use even |ess

water, some even |less than one gallon of water per flush. I f every
hone in the United States replaced old toilets wth new high-efficiency
toilets, the savings would be nore than nine hundred billion gallons of

wat er a year;

(d) Bathroom faucets account for nore than fifteen percent of
i ndoor household water use, nore than one trillion gallons of water in
the United States. Hi gh-efficiency bathroom sink faucets and
accessories such as aerators can reduce the standard flow of a bat hroom
faucet by nore than thirty percent wthout sacrificing performance. By
installing a high-efficiency bathroomsink faucet, an average househol d
w Il save nore than five hundred gallons of water each year

(e) Showering is one of the top uses of residential water in the
United States, representing approxi mately seventeen percent of indoor
wat er use--nore than 1.2 trillion gallons of water each year. A ful
bath tub requires about seventy gallons of water, while taking a five-
m nut e shower uses ten to twenty-five gall ons;

(f) Besides saving water and reducing a custoner's costs, water
efficiency offers many ot her benefits:

(1) Less water withdrawn from rivers, |akes, and aquifers, which
keeps these water bodi es healthy;

(1i1) Inproved water quality due to increased river flows;

(iii1) Less energy required to punp and treat the water, therefore
| ess greenhouse gas em ssions;

(tv) Less wastewater that requires collection, treatnent, and
di sposal ; and

(v) Less pollution from treated wastewater in our streans and
wat er ways.

(2) It is therefore the intent of the legislature to encourage
wat er efficiency by providing educational outreach to the public about
hi gh-efficiency bathroom fixtures and other ways to conserve water
t hrough wat er-efficiency prograns.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 43.63A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent,
in consultation with the departnment of health, shall work wth
purveyors to establish an educational outreach program on the use of
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wat er-efficient products including, but not l[imted to, working with
the United States environnental protection agency to encourage
custoners to choose highly water-efficient fixtures | abeled under its
wat er sense program

(2) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnment
shall, in consultation with the departnment of health, and subject to
the availability of anmounts appropriated to the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for this specific purpose,
establish a programto provide grants to purveyors for rebates or other
prograns that assist its custoners in purchasing highly efficient
i ndoor water use fixtures, including those certified by the United
States environnental protection agency. The grants nust include a
condition requiring that replaced fixtures be destroyed so that they
cannot be reused.

(3) The legislature adopts a policy goal that by July 1, 2013, at
|l east fifty percent of all toilets installed in new hones are toilets
that use |less than one gallon of water for each flush.

(4) The departnent of conmmunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shall report to the relevant policy commttees of the senate and house
of representatives by Decenber 31, 2013, concerning the educationa
outreach program the grant program and the installation of toilets
that use less than one gallon of water for each flush in new hone
constructi on.

(5) For purposes of this section, "purveyor" has the same neani ng
as defined in RCW 70. 119A. 020.

Sec. 3. RCW35.92.017 and 1989 ¢ 421 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Any city or town engaged in the sale or distribution of water
is hereby authorized, within |imts established by the Constitution of
the state of Wshington, to assist the owners of structures in
financing the acquisition and installation of fixtures, systens, and
equi pnent, for conpensation or otherw se, for the conservation or nore
efficient use of water in the structures under a water conservation
pl an adopted by the city or town if the cost per unit of water saved or
conserved by the use of the fixtures, systens, and equipnment is |ess
than the cost per unit of water supplied by the next |east costly new
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wat er source available to the city or town to neet future denmand.
Except where ot herw se authorized, assistance shall be limted to:

(()) (a) Providing an inspection of the structure, either
directly or through one or nore inspectors under contract, to determ ne
and informthe owner of the estimated cost of purchasing and installing
conservation fixtures, systens, and equipnment for which financial
assi stance wll be approved and the estimated life cycle savings to the
water system and the consumer that are likely to result from the
installation of the fixtures, systenms, or equipnent;

((62)) (b) Providing a list of businesses that sell and instal
the fixtures, systens, and equipnment wthin or in close proximty to
the service area of the city or town, each of which businesses shal
have requested to be included and shall have the ability to provide the
products in a workmanli ke manner and to utilize the fixtures, systens,
and equi pment in accordance with the prevailing national standards;

((3))) (c) Arranging to have approved conservation fixtures,
systens, and equi pnent installed by a private contractor whose bid is
acceptable to the owner of the structure and verifying the
installation; and

((4)) (d) Arranging or providing financing for the purchase and
installation of approved conservation fixtures, systens, and equi pnent.
The fixtures, systens, and equi pnent shall be purchased or installed by
a private business, the owner, or the utility.

(2) Pay back shall be in the formof increnental additions to the
utility bill, billed either together with the use charge or separately.
Loans shall not exceed one hundred twenty nonths in | ength.

(3) Acity or towm engaged in the sale or distribution of water nmay

apply for a grant fromthe departnent of community, trade, and econonic

devel opnent under section 2 of this act.

Sec. 4. RCW36.94.460 and 1992 ¢ 25 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) Any county engaged in the sale or distribution of water is
hereby authorized, within [imts established by the Constitution of the
state of Washington, to assist the owners of structures that are
provi ded water service by the county in financing the acquisition and
installation of fixtures, systens, and equi pnent, for conpensation or
ot herwi se, for the conservation or nore efficient use of water in the
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structures under a water conservation plan adopted by the county if the
cost per unit of water saved or conserved by the use of the fixtures,
systens, and equipnent is |less than the cost per unit of water supplied
by the next |east costly new water source available to the county to
meet future demand. Except where otherw se authorized, assistance
shall be limted to:

(()) (a) Providing an inspection of the structure, either
directly or through one or nore inspectors under contract, to determ ne
and informthe owner of the estimated cost of purchasing and installing
conservation fixtures, systens, and equipnment for which financial
assi stance wll be approved and the estimated life cycle savings to the
water system and the consumer that are likely to result from the
installation of the fixtures, systens, or equipnent;

((2)) (b) Providing a list of businesses that sell and instal
the fixtures, systens, and equipnment wthin or in close proximty to
the service area of the county, each of which businesses shall have
requested to be included and shall have the ability to provide the
products in a workmanli ke manner and to utilize the fixtures, systens,
and equi pment in accordance with the prevailing national standards;

((3»)) (c) Arranging to have approved conservation fixtures,
systens, and equi pnent installed by a private contractor whose bid is
acceptable to the owner of the structure and verifying the
installation; and

((4)) (d) Arranging or providing financing for the purchase and
installation of approved conservation fixtures, systens, and equi pnent.
The fixtures, systens, and equi pnent shall be purchased or installed by
a private business, the owner, or the utility.

(2) Pay back shall be in the formof increnmental additions to the

utility bill, billed either together with ((fhe})) the use charge or
separately. Loans shall not exceed one hundred twenty nonths in
| engt h.

(3) A nmunicipal corporation engaged in the sale or distribution of
water nmay apply for a grant from the departnment of community, trade,
and econoni c _devel opnent _under section 2 of this act.

Sec. 5. RCW54.16.032 and 1989 ¢ 421 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) Any district is hereby authorized, within [imts established by
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the Constitution of the state of Washington, to assist the owners of
structures in financing the acquisition and installation of fixtures,
systens, and equipnent, for conpensation or otherwse, for the
conservation or nore efficient use of water in the structures under a
wat er conservation plan adopted by the district if the cost per unit of
wat er saved or conserved by the use of the fixtures, systens, and
equi pnent is less than the cost per unit of water supplied by the next
| east costly new water source available to the district to neet future
demand. Except where otherw se authorized, assistance shall be imted
t o:

((5)) (a) Providing an inspection of the structure, either
directly or through one or nore inspectors under contract, to determ ne
and informthe owner of the estimated cost of purchasing and installing
conservation fixtures, systens, and equipnment for which financial
assi stance wll be approved and the estimated life cycle savings to the
water system and the consumer that are likely to result from the
installation of the fixtures, systens, or equipnent;

((2)) (b) Providing a list of businesses that sell and instal
the fixtures, systens, and equipnment wthin or in close proximty to
the service area of the city or town, each of which businesses shal
have requested to be included and shall have the ability to provide the
products in a workmanli ke manner and to utilize the fixtures, systens,
and equi pment in accordance with the prevailing national standards;

((3»)) (c) Arranging to have approved conservation fixtures,
systens, and equi pnent installed by a private contractor whose bid is
acceptable to the owner of the structure and verifying the
installation; and

((4)) (d) Arranging or providing financing for the purchase and
installation of approved conservation fixtures, systens, and equi pnent.
The fixtures, systens, and equi pnent shall be purchased or installed by
a private business, the owner, or the utility.

(2) Pay back shall be in the formof increnmental additions to the
utility bill, billed either together with the use charge or separately.
Loans shall not exceed one hundred twenty nonths in | ength.

(3) Apublic utility district engaged in the sale or distribution
of water nmay apply for a grant fromthe departnent of community, trade,

and econom ¢ devel opnent under section 2 of this act.
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Sec. 6. RCW 57.08.160 and 1996 c 230 s 324 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Any district is hereby authorized, within limts established by
the Constitution of the state of Washington, to assist the owners of
structures in financing the acquisition and installation of fixtures,
systens, and equipnent, for conpensation or otherwse, for the
conservation or nore efficient use of water in the structures under a
wat er conservation plan adopted by the district if the cost per unit of
wat er saved or conserved by the use of the fixtures, systens, and
equi pnent is less than the cost per unit of water supplied by the next
| east costly new water source available to the district to neet future
demand. Except where otherw se authorized, assistance shall be imted
to:

((5)) (a) Providing an inspection of the structure, either
directly or through one or nore inspectors under contract, to determ ne
and informthe owner of the estimated cost of purchasing and installing
conservation fixtures, systens, and equipnment for which financial
assi stance wll be approved and the estimated life cycle savings to the
water system and the consumer that are likely to result from the
installation of the fixtures, systens, or equipnent;

((2)) (b) Providing a list of businesses that sell and instal
the fixtures, systens, and equipnment wthin or in close proximty to
the service area of the city or town, each of which businesses shal
have requested to be included and shall have the ability to provide the
products in a workmanli ke manner and to utilize the fixtures, systens,
and equi pment in accordance with the prevailing national standards;

((3»)) (c) Arranging to have approved conservation fixtures,
systens, and equi pnent installed by a private contractor whose bid is
acceptable to the owner of the structure and verifying the
installation; and

((4)) (d) Arranging or providing financing for the purchase and
installation of approved conservation fixtures, systens, and equi pnent.
The fixtures, systens, and equi pnent shall be purchased or installed by
a private business, the owner, or the utility.

(2) Pay back shall be in the formof increnmental additions to the
utility bill, billed either together with the use charge or separately.
Loans shall not exceed one hundred twenty nonths in | ength.
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(3) A water-sewer district engaged in the sale or distribution of

water nmay apply for a grant from the departnment of conmmunity, trade,

and econom ¢ devel opnent under section 2 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The sumof five hundred thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fisca
year endi ng June 30, 2009, fromthe general fund to the departnent of
community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the purposes of this
act .

~-- END ---
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